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Cincinnatians have always been a conservative bunch, and the local bankers are no different.

When it comes to getting paid back on their loans, Cincinnati banks are faring a little better than

most in Ohio. Sixteen of 29 banks that are based in the four-county Southwest Ohio region have

fewer loan losses than the state’s average, according to new figures released by Bauer Financial

Inc., which studies bank data and breaks it down in all sorts of ways.

Loan losses have improved in recent years. The average Ohio bank has about 1.3 percent of its

assets categorized as a loss, meaning the bank doesn’t expect to get its money back.

The chart below shows you the top five Greater Cincinnati-based banks (on the Ohio side of the

river) posting the fewest loan losses as a percentage of their total assets. CBank is on top, with a

clean slate featuring zero losses.

How does it do it? CBank gets to know its customers, most of which are local businesses and their

owners. It’s small, with just one branch in the Kenwood area. But it has $102 million in assets, far

more than most one-branch banks.

CEO Dean Meiszer has told me in the past that the bank goes after business customers with

revenues ranging from $5 million to $50 million that are looking to borrow $5 million or less. The

bank is just seven years old, but it’s already making a dent.

Check out how sweet that loan-loss record looks on the chart below.

Apologies to mobile users, charts are only available for desktop viewing.
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Watkins covers banking and finance, insurance and sports business
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